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SUBJECT: August 23 Security Council - Rwandan Refugees 
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The text of the draft Presidential Statement on Zaire's forced 
repatriation of refugees was agreed ad ref yesterday We are 

unaware of any substantive objections by the Chinese, who requested 
the one-day delay. 

\ 

The President win likely brief the Council also on his discussions 
with the Zairian Charge. After that meeting, the Zaire Cha rge met 
with us. 1 1 



There may be an attempt to incorporate some of the Zaire comments 
in the text . We should oppose such action, noting that the text 
does recognize their prior good efforts, but that we need to be 
clear about the unacceptability of forcible repatriation. 


Attachments: 
o Talking points 
o Current text of draft statement 
o informal translation of Zairian position paper 
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Mrs. Ogata is going to the region to discuss operational issues 
relating to the refugees 4£ ; The Council should not try to 
legislate her discussions from New York by prescribing" speciwo^ 
steps to be taken by either side for the return of r e f ugees 




This statement focuses on the forced repatriation of refugees 
which, in addition to its tragic humanitarian cost/ threatens to 
destabilize the region.' Our job is to address that problem and 
let Mrs. Ogata address the larger question of the refugees. 
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Kinshasa Agreement 


o The statement already potes the Rwandan commitment to take the 
steps necessary for the safe return of refugees as soon as 
possible. This shows our expectation that Rwanda will fulfill 
its commitment, which is at the heart of the Kinshasa 
Agreement. Adding more would blunt the focus of the statement. 

o (If pressed) We could mention the Kinshasa Tripartite 

Agreement, the Nairobi Summit, and the Bujumbura Plan of Action 

Destabili zing Actions 

(This refers to Zaire's fear that Rwanda will attack refugee camps 

in Zaire, using weapons provided since the arms embargo was lifted 

last week, at U.S. insistence.) 

o It would be odd if, at a time when Zaire is committing acts 
which we all agree are destabilizing, we included in a 
presidential statement a reference to potentially destabilizing 
acts that neither Rwanda nor Burundi have taken. 

o We need to keep our focus on the current source of tension: 
Zaire's policy of forced repatriation. 

o (If pressed) We could accept, perhaps at the end of the third 
paragraph, a sentence -calling on all regional states to avoid 
any further unilateral actions which might be destabilizing. 

SYG Report on Schedule for Refugee Returns 

o No schedule has been agreed among all regional states. Mrs. 
Ogata is going there to help them address the issue of refugee 
returns. It should not be included in this statement. 


Assistance 


o Reflecting the importance that the international community gives 
to the contribution to stability that Zaire’s acceptance of the 
refugees represents, Zaire is already receiving substantial 
assistance to help it meet the costs of the refugees. 

o But, if Zaire continues its policy of forced repatriation — in 
effect reversing its contribution to regional stability — it is 

ULDlijkelY to receive further assistance. 
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